Gospel - Luke 3:15-17, 21, 22
The word of the Lord through John and the waters of his baptism
powerfully proclaimed preparation for the arrival of the Messiah. For
he would come with justice to rule the people with equity. At his own
baptism, Jesus is anointed with the Holy Spirit and power as our
Prophet, Priest, and King to the approval of the Father. Just as he who
knew no sin was baptized, our baptism is also an anointing by the Spirit,
but for the forgiveness of our sins. This is our connection to Christ and
his redeeming work.
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The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in
their hearts if John might possibly be the Christ. 16 John answered them
all, “I baptize you with water. But one more powerful than I will come,
the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his
hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn,
but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
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When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too.
And as he was praying, heaven was opened 22 and the Holy Spirit
descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”
Sermon Hymn: 89 – To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord
Sermon: Grace from First till Last
Offering: (Please remember to sign the Friendship Register.)
Distribution Hymn: 737 – God’s Own Child I Gladly Say It
Benediction
Closing Hymn: 90 – The People that in Darkness Sat
Ushers:

This Week – Jesse Horta & Alex Vogel
Next Week – Richard Englehart & Mark Genz

Greeters:

This Week – Keith & Lynn Fry
Next Week – Chuck & Sharon Christoph

P.O. Box 86, Helenville, Wisconsin
Pastor: Mark Swanson
Principal: Craig Winkler

Church Tel: 920-674-3307
School Tel: 262-582-3010

Organist: Ken Neipert

We Welcome You!
Order of Worship: Pg. 26
Opening Hymn: 366 – O Jesus So Sweet, O Jesus So Mild
Prayer of the Day:
M: Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you
proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy
Spirit. Keep us who are baptized into Christ faithful in our calling as
your children and make us heirs with him of everlasting life; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
First Lesson - 1 Samuel 16:1-13
Young David is anointed by Samuel to Shepherd the Lord’s people,
Israel. Centuries later would come fulfillment with the anointing of the
Christ and the Lord’s royal priesthood of all believers.
The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I
have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on
your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of
his sons to be king.”
2
But Samuel said, “How can I go? Saul will hear about it and kill
me.”
The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to
sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show
you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate.”
4
Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the
elders of the town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you
come in peace?”
5
Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the
LORD. Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then
he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
6
When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the
LORD’s anointed stands here before the LORD.”
7
But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or
his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the
things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the
LORD looks at the heart.”
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Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But
Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen this one either.” 9 Jesse then
had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the LORD chosen this
one.” 10 Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel
said to him, “The LORD has not chosen these.” 11 So he asked Jesse,
“Are these all the sons you have?”
“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered, “but he is tending the
sheep.”
Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.”
12
So he sent and had him brought in. He was ruddy, with a fine
appearance and handsome features.
Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; he is the one.”
13
So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of
his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came upon
David in power. Samuel then went to Ramah.
Psalm of the Day - Psalm 2 p. 65
Second Lesson - Titus 3:4-7
Baptism brings the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Christ and David
were anointed with the Holy Spirit and with power. When we were
baptized, the Spirit was poured out on us as well. It was a washing that
brought rebirth for sin-deadened hearts and spiritual renewal for fleshly
minds. Note how one-sided our baptism is! Like David, there was
nothing in us that the Lord should choose us. But as young David was
chosen over his older brothers and made into Israel’s king, so we who
are worth nothing, become what God makes us: heirs having the hope
of eternal life.
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But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he
saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of
his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by
the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus
Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might
become heirs having the hope of eternal life.
Verse of the Day: Alleluia. You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am
well pleased. Alleluia. (Mark 1:11b)

