Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician,
heal yourself! Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in
Capernaum.’”
24
“I tell you the truth,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his
hometown. 25 I assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s
time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and there was a severe
famine throughout the land. 26 Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a
widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 27 And there were many in Israel
with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was
cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.”
28
All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29 They
got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on
which the town was built, in order to throw him down the cliff. 30 But he
walked right through the crowd and went on his way.
31
Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the Sabbath
began to teach the people. 32 They were amazed at his teaching, because his
message had authority.
23
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Order of Worship: New Service Setting
Opening Hymn: 283 – Speak O Savior: I Am Listening
Prayer of the Day:
M: Lord God, you know that we are surrounded by many dangers and that we
often stumble and fall. Strengthen us in body and mind, and bring us safely
through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
First Lesson - Jeremiah 1:4-10
Child-like Jeremiah is called to wield the powerful Word of the Lord. For all
who proclaim it, there is comfort that its impact ought not be judged by the
preacher. The reception for the Word of the Lord is in keeping with the Lord’s
intent. For some, the Word of the Lord comes to tear down, uproot, and
overthrow. For others the Word of the Lord comes to build and plant in what
was once a barren wasteland. (This week is the call of Jeremiah. Next week is
the call of Isaiah.)
The word of the LORD came to me, saying, 5 “Before I formed you in the
womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a
prophet to the nations.”
6
“Ah, Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am only a
child.”
7
But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a child.’ You must go to
everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. 8 Do not be afraid of
them, for I am with you and will rescue you,” declares the LORD.
9
Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to
me, “Now, I have put my words in your mouth. 10 See, today I appoint you
over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow,
to build and to plant.”
4

Psalm of the Day - Psalm 78 p. 95
Second Lesson - 1 Corinthians 12:27-13:13
Paul outlines the next step toward understanding the proper use of spiritual
gifts. Though the many members of the body of Christ are blessed with various
gifts, yet the heart of its unity is the love of Christ. Love between the member
and his Lord, and love between the members themselves.

27

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28 And
in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third
teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those
able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in
different kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all
teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in
tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But eagerly desire the greater gifts.
And now I will show you the most excellent way.
1
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only
a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and
can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move
mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor
and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.
4
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not
proud. 5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no
record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It
always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
8
Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where
there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass
away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when perfection
comes, the imperfect disappears. 11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I
thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put
childish ways behind me. 12 Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror;
then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully,
even as I am fully known.
13
And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these
is love.
Verse of the Day: Alleluia. The Spirit of the Lord is on me; he has anointed
me to preach good news. Alleluia. (Luke 4:18a)
Anthem: “In Christ Alone” by Grades 5 – 8
Gospel - Luke 4:20-32
The gracious words of the Anointed One win admiration but not hearts of
faith. When confronted by their own unbelief and the inclusion of Gentiles in
spiritual Israel, “Joseph’s son” is driven from the synagogue to be thrown
from the cliff. Yet the Savior of the nations passes through the angry mob to
continue his mission and reveal himself in Capernaum.
20

Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down.
The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, 21 and he began
by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
22
All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came
from his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked.

