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We Welcome You!
Order of Worship: Page 38
Opening Hymn: 12 Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes
Prayer of the Day:
M: Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of
your mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us
with your light; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
First Lesson - Zephaniah 3:14-17
14
Sing, O Daughter of Zion; shout aloud, O Israel! Be glad and rejoice
with all your heart, O Daughter of Jerusalem! 15 The LORD has taken
away your punishment, he has turned back your enemy. The LORD, the
King of Israel, is with you; never again will you fear any harm. 16 On
that day they will say to Jerusalem, “Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your
hands hang limp. 17 The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to
save. He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love,
he will rejoice over you with singing.”
Psalm of the Day - Psalm 130, p. 114
Second Lesson - Philippians 4:4-7
As we anticipate the coming deliverance, Paul says, “Rejoice always,”
for “the Lord is near.” Let our Advent joy be expressed in prayer and
thanksgiving that stem from God’s peace, given us in his transcendent
gift of his Son as our Savior. So many parts of this sorted world seek to
rob our joy in Christ. No wonder Paul told us twice: ”I say it again,
Rejoice!”
4
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your
gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about
anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Verse of the Day: Alleluia. Alleluia. I will send my messenger ahead of
you, who will prepare your way before you. Alleluia. (Matthew 11:10 cf.
NIV)

Gospel - Luke 3:7-18
What bright words in the midst of the darkness of Old Testament
judgment! On this Sunday of rejoicing, God speaks words of most
tender love. The promise that brings rejoicing points to the real source
of our salvation: not our repentance, but our Savior God. The God of
free and faithful love is with his people to save them, to take away their
punishment, to turn back their enemy. See the unbelievable nature of
our God. Though we need a message of repentance and coming
judgment, God loves us anyway—more than that: he delights in us!
And grace of grace, God rejoices over us. Gaudeamus partier! Let us
rejoice together!
The Gospel lesson continues the account of John the Baptist. John
minced no words in his message, neither to those hypocrites who did not
want to listen to John’s call to repentance nor to those believers who
heeded John’s call and desired to change their ways. So near is the
Lord’s judgment that the ax man has already placed his blade on the
trunk to line up his first swing. Yet with repentance comes good news:
the winnowing fork in his hand does more than expose the chaff in the
winds of judgment, it gathers the wheat into his barn. Rejoice!
7
John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood
of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce
fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves,
‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones
God can raise up children for Abraham. 9 The ax is already at the root
of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut
down and thrown into the fire.”
10
“What should we do then?” the crowd asked. 11 John answered, “The
man with two tunics should share with him who has none, and the one
who has food should do the same.” 12 Tax collectors also came to be
baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?” 13 “Don’t collect
any more than you are required to,” he told them. 14 Then some soldiers
asked him, “And what should we do?” He replied, “Don’t extort money
and don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your pay.”
15
The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their
hearts if John might possibly be the Christ. 16 John answered them all,
“I baptize you with water. But one more powerful than I will come, the
thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand
to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he
will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 18 And with many other
words John exhorted the people and preached the good news to them.

